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Classical Journeys
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Jalman Meadows
Khan Khentii Strictly Protected Area

Surprisingly near the Mongolian capital, Ulaanbaatar, is the
southernmost reach of the boreal forest of Siberia, which ex-
tends uninterrupted all the way to Europe and across the cir-
cumpolar north. These southern reaches are in fact the world’s
southernmost distribution of wolverine habitat. The Tuul River
originates at Jalman Meadows in the Khan Khentii wilderness,
an area devoid of people, which is three times the size of Yel-
lowstone National Park in the USA. Within surprisingly short
distances, we will experience some of the diverse landscapes
of Mongolia and meet the nomadic people that call these land-
scapes home.

Brief Outline Itinerary

On this short journey we will leave for the Khan Khentii wilder-
ness, near Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar, yet remotely lo-
cated in the Upper Tuul River Valley with its alluvial wooded
meadows. The locals have horses, cows, sheep, goats and
yaks. On this journey you will stay at low impact ger (yurt)
camps. They are fully collapsible “lodges”, built in the nomadic
style. These camps are put up for the summer season and
taken away in the winter, leaving no traces anywhere. We use
low-impact indigenous, thus appropriate, technology to offer
lodging and sometimes also transportation with the assistance
of yak carts or riding horses. Essentially, it means that we can
be hosted by the services of the local people living in the area
where we travel. There is an option — at additional cost - to
camp out by building your own private base next to the river.
Bring a yurt on a yak cart and erect it yourself with the help of
your local hosts and a private cook.

Day 1: Ulaanbaatar

Arrive in the Mongolian capital by train or air. We then leave
Ulaanbaatar for the Upper Tuul River Valley in the Khan Khentii
Strictly Protected Area, some 120 km out of town, a 3 hour drive
by bus or jeep. However, if you arrive before 10 a.m. first we
will visit the Gandan Lamasery, the liveliest Buddhist monastery
in Mongolia. Thereafter we drive one hour on tarmac road out of
town, one hour through a beautiful steppe valley, seeing many
herdsmen with their livestock. The last hour crosses the ridge at
Zamtiin Dava and driving up through forests we reach the Up-
per Tuul River Valley. These are the winter grazing lands of the
local herdsmen, which is why most of them are not in the area
in the middle of the summer. This allows for a profusion of wild-
flowers, such as edelweiss. Met by yak carts, we will load lug-
gage onto them and walk to Jalman Meadows Ger Camp by the
Upper Tuul River.






